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Idioms 
Essential Idioms in English 
Dixson, Robert J 
0-13-141176-4  $27.95 
B-A 
 
Organized by level for beginning, intermediate, 
and advanced students, Essential Idioms in Eng-
lish remains the resource of choice for master-

ing more than 500 common English idioms, phrasal verbs, and 
collocations. 
 
 

Everyday Idioms for  
Reference and Practice 
Feare, Ronald E. 
I-HI 
 
Everyday Idioms One and Two bring the 
challenge of learning typical American Eng-
lish Expressions within any student’s reach. 
 

Each book presents over 1,200 idioms within tightly organized 
semantic categories.  No other idiom texts give as comprehen-
sive coverage of essential American idioms or make them as 
accessible to students. 
 
 
Book One 0-201-83408-1  $22.95 
Book Two 0-201-44181-0  $22.95 
 

 
Take it Easy:  American Idioms 
McPartland-Fairman, Pamela 
0-13-660812-4  $39.95 
HI-A 
 
Take it Easy brings the most practical and widely 
used idioms in English to life.  Theme-based 

chapters, authentic contexts, and extensive communicative prac-
tice make it easy for high-intermediate to advanced students to 
gain fluency with American idioms and verbal phrases 
 
Features: 
• Idioms are presented in a variety of natural contexts, ranging 

from surveys and debates to e-mail messages, greeting 
cards, and movie reviews. 

• Activities progress from reading and listening to speaking 
and writing, allowing students to move from noticing and 
understanding idioms to using them. 

• Review the Idioms sections encourage students to log infor-
mation about idioms, such as meaning, register, and use. 

 
CASS  0-13-660820-5  $39.95 

The Idiom Advantage 
Watkins, Dana 
0-201-82527-9  $27.95 
HI 
 
Increase your students’ fluency of Eng-
lish through mastery of common Ameri-
can idioms.  The Idiom Advantage offers 
a wide variety of interactive activities 

that provide students with opportunities to hear, read, and 
produce idioms in interesting and engaging ways. 
 
• Idioms are contextualized in narratives, interviews, 

news reports, radio programs, and conversations. 
• Controlled listening and writing activities help stu-

dents understand meaning and structure 
• Authentic magazine and newspaper advertisements 

present the idioms in clear and memorable ways 
• Students practice using idioms in role play, debate, 

oral presentation, group discussion, and writing 
 
CASS  0-201-42017-1  $36.95 
 

 
The Idiom Adventure 
Watkins, Dana 
0-201-61992-X  $26.95 
 
• Warming Up—Helps students feel 
comfortable with the topic to come. In-
cludes games, problem-solving activities, 
and questions for pair or group discus-

sion.  
• Getting to Know the Idioms—Three inter-related 

exercises, including listening, reading, and definitions 
of the idioms.  

• Practicing the Idioms—These listening, reading, 
and practice exercises help students begin using idi-
oms appropriately in different formats.  

• Finding Idioms in Ads—Authentic advertisements 
present the idioms in fun, interesting contexts.  

• Using the Idioms—Provides ample opportunities for 
spoken and written practice by using games, storytel-
ling, role playing, and other creative activities.  

 
CASS  0-13-030965-6  $36.95 
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English Idioms:   
Sayings and Slang      
Magnuson, Wayne 
1-895012-09-0  $19.95 
      
Over 5000 idioms at your finger tips! 
English Idioms, Sayings and Slang is a  
useful collection for anyone learning how 

English is spoken. Each idiom is defined in simple terms and 
used in a sentence that is typical of informal conversation. 
This book is designed to clear up the confusion caused by 
common phrases, expressions, sayings and slang. 
Idioms are well camouflaged. Woven into the speech patterns 
of those who learn a language as children, idioms can surprise 
or amuse the newcomer. How can you go bananas when there 
isn’t a banana in sight? 
But Idioms are real language – the language of the playground, 
the workplace and the street, where words are coined and ex-
pressions are born, where survival depends on understanding 
what is said. 

 
Idioms for Everyday Use 
Broukal, Milada 
0-8442-0789-9  $23.95 
 
Over 230 commonly used idioms are  
introduced in reading selections, dialogues, 
and activities. Their presentation helps learn-
ers incorporate common expressions into 
their everyday speech. Appealing illustrations 

keep students engaged as they explore idioms related to topics 
such as colors, geography, food, and time.  
 

Street Speak 
 
Street Speak 1:  The Essentials of American 
Slang & Idioms presents dozen of popular 
slang words and idioms used by virtually every 
native born American.  In addition, this guide 
focuses on not only what to speak, but how to 
speak in order to sound like an native!  Slang 

and idioms, you’ll never pass for a native unless you say them 
the way Americans do, using common contractions and reduc-
tions as explained in every lesson! 
 
1-SB   1-891888-08-0  $28.00 
1-CD   1-89188-829-3  $29.85 
2-SB   1-89188806-4  $28.00 
2-CD   1-89188-831-5  $29.95 
Biz Speak 1  1-89188814-5  $29.95 
Biz Speak 1-CD  1-8918-3888-2  $37.60 
Biz Speak 2  1-891888-38-2  $29.95 
Biz Speak 2—CD 1-891888-37-4  $58.25 

Can You Believe It?  Sto-
ries and Idioms From Real 
Life 
Huizenga, Jann 
B-I 
 
Can You Believe It?  Combines a holis-
tic approach to reading with a thorough 

treatment of high frequency idioms, phrasal verbs, and fixed 
expressions.  Designed for students at the Beginner through 
Intermediate levels, the series provides a convenient way for 
teachers to address both reading and vocabulary together. 
 
Features: 
 
• Highly unusual news stories 
• Stories progress in length and difficulty throughout the 

book 
• Common and essential idioms which are presented in 

engaging, whole contexts provide clear meaning and 
natural use of new vocabulary 

• Carefully sequenced activities integrate the four skills 
of listening, reading, speaking and writing so that com-
prehension of idioms precedes production 

• Lively comic-strip style illustrations and audiocassette 
tapes provide richly-contextualized visual and aural 
reinforcement of content and idioms 

• Ample opportunities for producing idioms in speaking 
and writing are provided through story retelling, 
thought-provoking personal questions, dialogue produc-
tion, and dictation 

• Review units provide additional practice of form and 
meaning of idioms in meaningful and enjoyable new 
contexts 

• Appendix includes answer keys, grammatical tips, and 
usage information 

 
1-SB  0-19-437279-0  $38.95 
1-CASS  0-19-437280-4  $32.50 
2-SB  0-19-437275-8  $38.95 
2-CASS  0-19-437277-4  $32.50 
3-SB  0-19-437276-6  $38.95 
3-CASS  0-19-437278-2  $32.50 

TO PLACE AN ORDER CALL:  (604) 871-7333  FAX:  (604) 871-7311  EMAIL: KCHEUNG@VCC.CA 
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Idioms Organiser 
Wright, Jon 
1-899396-06-3  $30.95 
I-A 
 
Idioms Organiser is the most comprehensive idioms 
practice book for intermediate and more advanced stu-
dents.  Suitable for use in class or for self-study, it makes 
learning easier by organising this difficult area of Eng-
lish in three ways: 
 
• Metaphors such as business is war, life is a journey. 
• Topics include the family, holidays, dreams, health. 
• Key Words include all, way, know, point, life, line. 
 
Idioms Organiser is the ideal practice book for all stu-
dents preparing for the FCE, CAE, Proficiency, and 
TOEFL exams.  It really will help all intermediate and 
advanced students make their English more natural. 
 
 
Phrasal Verb Organiser 
With Mini-Dictionary 
Flower, John 
0-906717-62-0  $32.10 
I-A 
 
Phrasal Verb Organiser is a comprehensive practice 
book which makes phrasal verbs easier to understand and 
learn. 
 
• Easy to use in class or self-study 
• For all examination students 
• For all students at intermediate level and above 
 
 
The Ultimate Phrasal Verb Book 
Hart, Carl W. 
0-7641-1028-4  $21.00 
 
If you’re an ESL or EFL student preparing to take a lan-
guage exam in English, this book will help improve your 
language command in the often tricky area of phrasal 
verb usage. 
 
Phrasal verbs are word groups that include a verb com-
bined with a preposition or an adverb.  They are used not 
only as verbs but as nouns, such as comedown, breakup, 
or show-off, and as adjectives, such as spaced-out, 
burned-out, broken-down, and many others. 
 
This book present 400 common phrasal verbs with exam-
ples, showing how they are used in everyday American 
English.  Sample sentences and hundreds of examples 
and exercises will help sharpen your ability to speak and 
comprehend this essential part of American English. 

Advanced Vocabulary & Idiom 
Thomas, B J 
0-17-557126-0  $17.95 
A 
 
Advanced Vocabulary and Idiom is designed to teach, test and 
practise the vocabulary in EFL students at a level leading up to 
the Cambridge Proficiency examination.  A wide range of topics 
covered through a variety of enjoyable exercises which include 
gap-filling, matching, word-formation and word-building.  Well 
over 2000 lexical items are introduced. 
 
Advanced Vocabulary and Idiom can be used both in the class-
room and by learners studying independently. 
 
Features include: 
• 12 topic areas include city life, fashion and advertising 
• Gap-filling and matching exercises on related word groups 

such as time, money, and people 
• Extensive coverage of idiom including collocations and 

phrasal verbs 
• Practice in word-building and word formation 
• Separate sections on description, style and spoken English 
• Miscellaneous section including geo-political names, abbre-

viations and proverbs 
• Word games 
 
 
Idiomatic American English:  A Step-by-step 
Workbook for Learning Everyday Ameri-
can Expressions 
Gaines, Barbara K. 
0-87011-756-4  $22.95 
I 
 
Are you familiar with American idioms?  Do you understand such 
common expressions as “on the ball”, “hold your horses”.”once in 
a blue moon”, and “spitting image”? 
 
Now you can learn this kind of informal, idiomatic language—
English the way Americans really speak it. 
 
Idiomatic American English gives you: 
• An easy way to learn everyday American expressions: spend 

just an hour a day with this book, and your vocabulary will 
grow rapidly day by day. 

• 900 idioms in 100 lessons—with clear definitions, typical 
conversations, and many exercises to practice your new vo-
cabulary. 

• Answers to all the exercises, so you can correct your mistakes 
immediately for faster learning. 

• A complete Glossary listing all 900 idioms—a valuable refer-
ence for all students of American English. 

 
Americans have a rich vocabulary of idioms.  The more your 
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All Clear! Intro 
0-8384-6030-5  $45.35 
HB      
 
All Clear! Intro provides numerous opportunities for high beginning 
students to actively learn  
contemporary American English expressions.  This text is also appro-
priate for vocabulary courses. 
• Expressions are presented in interesting contexts—i.e., speaking 

on a car phone, being afraid to talk in school—and are spiralled 
through natural dialogues and listening activities. 

• Learning strategies, such as vocabulary indexing and clustering, 
focus students on becoming independent learners. 

• Activities include games, cartoons, role-plays, surveys, and dicta-
tions, as well as listening and writing activities that appeal to a 
wide range of learning styles. 

 
SB/CASS Package 0-8384-8028-4  $52.70 
 

All Clear!  Idioms in Context Book 2 
0-8384-3966-7  $63.35 
I      
 
This intermediate level aural/oral skills program 
teaches students to recognize and produce high-
frequency idioms and expressions in a range of conver-

sational situations. 
 
• Students learn to recognize high-frequency idioms and creatively 

produce them in meaningful contexts. 
• Contexts containing natural language allow students to infer 

shades of meaning. 
• Natural conversations cover a wide range of speech acts and emo-

tions. 
 
SB/CASS Package 0-8384-4224-2  $77.35 
 

All Clear! Advanced Idioms and  
Pronunciation in Context 
0-8384-4721-X  $64.00 
A      
 
This advanced level text teaches students to recognize 
and produce about 200 high-frequency idioms in 

ways that develop effective listening, speaking, and pronunciation 
skills. 
• Realistic contexts allow students to perceive nuances between 

idioms. 
• Idioms reflect contemporary North American usage—i.e. “I’ve 

got to hand it to you”, “put one’s foot in one’s mouth”, and “it 
doesn’t hold water.” 

• Focus on appropriate rhythm, stress, intonation, and systematic 
pronunciation practice helps students master production of idi-
oms. 

 
SB/CASS Package 0-8384-7303-2  $54.50 

Against All Odds: Speaking  
Naturally with Idioms 
Eichler, Marie Hutchison 
0-8384-2855-X  $54.00 
HI-A 
 
Against All Odds is an idioms text and audio cas-
sette program designed to help students develop 
their abilities to speak and understand more natural-
sounding English.  Idioms are presented in a com-
municative context along with numerous interactive 
activities so that students learn to communicate au-
thentically.  To ensure maximum comprehension, 
each chapter is limited to 15-17 idioms, which are 
grouped semantically and spiralled throughout the 
text. 
 
The text’s outstanding pedagogical program (a com-
plete glossary, a partial answer key, and definitions 
and examples for all idioms presented) is further 
enhanced by the following unique features: 
 
• Introductory proverbs open each chapter and 

can be used as warm-ups for the semantic mate-
rial. 

• Get Ready / Get the Gist / Zero In / Tune In 
sections feature pre-listening and listening exer-
cises to be done with the aid of the tapescript, 
either in class or in the language laboratory. 

• Get Your Bearings exercises are ideal for pair-
work in class. 

• Get Down to Business / Put It All Together / 
Keep the Ball Rolling sections feature role-
playing activities that allow students to use idi-
oms, within a given plot line, in a variety of 
creative ways. 

• Put a Fine Point on Them / Check It Out sec-
tions offer additional support and information 
for students when needed. 

 
CASS 0-8384-2856-8  $77.70 
 


